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(2) RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
None. 

(3) STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 
Claims 1-23 are pending. Claims 1-23 are appealed. 

(4) STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

No amendments have been filed subsequent to the final rejection. 

(5) SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Independent claim 1 generally recites a method for controlling computer network 
access. The method includes (a) initiating at a client computer 1 a first communication session 
100 at a first network address (paragraph 52, lines 3-7, and Fig. 1); (b) receiving at the client 
computer 1 via the first communication 100 a second network address (paragraph 52, lines 8-11); 
(c) initiating at the client computer 1 a second communication session 102 at the second network 
address (column 52, lines 12-15); (d) receiving at the client computer 1 via the second 
communication session 102 an access configuration (paragraph 45 and paragraph 53, lines 1-5) 
including a control setting for at least one communication protocol capable of being utilized 
(paragraph 54 through paragraph 57, and Fig. 2) during a third communication session 104; (e) 
instantiating on the client computer 1 a process which initiates a third communication session 104 
at a third network address (paragraph 55, lines 1-3); and (f) in connection with the third 
communication session 104, controlling the conveyance of data either to or from the process 
instantiated on the client computer 1 based on the control setting for the one communication 
protocol (column 55, lines 3-21). 
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Claim 7 depends from claim 1 and includes at least one of the following steps: after 
(b) 5 terminating the first communication session 100 (paragraph 53, lines 1 and 2); and/or after step 
(d), terminating the second communication session 102 (paragraph 75, lines 1-5). 

Claim 8 depends from claim 1 and includes the further steps of: transmitting from 
the client computer 1 via the second communication session 102 a request to receive another 
access configuration including a control setting for the one communication protocol (paragraphs 
1 1 and 70); receiving at the client computer 1 via the second communication session 102 the other 
access configuration (paragraphs 11 and 70); and performing step (f) based on the control setting 
included in the other access configuration (paragraph 11, lines 4-6). 

Claim 10 depends from claim 9 and includes the further step of transferring at least 
part of the conveyed data to the second network address via the second communication session 102 
(paragraph 57, lines 1-4). 

Independent claim 13 generally recites a method for controlling computer network 
access that includes the steps of: (a) storing at a client computer 1 a first network address 100 
(column 52, lines 5-8, Fig. 1); (b) initiating a first communication session between the client 
computer 1 and a first server computer 2 at the first network address 100 (paragraph 52, lines 5-7, 
Fig. 1); (c) receiving at the client computer 1 from the first server computer 2 via the first 
communication session a second network address 102 or 102' (paragraph 52, lines 8-11, Fig. 1); (d) 
initiating a second communication session between the client computer 1 and a second server 
computer 2 or 5 at the second network address 102 or 102' (paragraph 52, lines 12-17, Fig. 1); (e) 
receiving at the client computer 1 from the second server computer 102 or 102' an access 
configuration (paragraph 53, lines 1-5, Fig. 1) including a control setting for at least one 
communication protocol capable of being utilized during a third communication session 
(paragraphs 54-57); (f) instantiating on the client computer 1 concurrent with the second 
communication session a process which initiates a third communication session 1 04 between the 
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client computer 1 and a remote computer 3 at a third network address (paragraph 55, lines 1-3, Fig. 

1) ; and (g) in connection with the third communication session 104, controlling data conveyed at 
least one of (i) to and (ii) from the instantiated process on the client computer 1 based on the 
control setting for the one communication protocol (paragraph 55, lines 3-21, Figs. l-3a). 

Claim 15 depends from claim 13 and includes at least one of the following steps: 
after step (c) the step of terminating the first communication session 100 (paragraph 53, lines 1 and 

2) ; and/or after step (e), terminating the second communication session 102 (paragraph 75, lines 
1-5). 

Claim 18 depends from claim 13 and includes the further steps of: initiating at the 
client computer 1 via the second communication session 102 a request to the second server 
computer 2 or 5 to transmit another access configuration (paragraphs 11 and 70); receiving at the 
client computer 1 from the second server computer 2 or 5 the other access configuration 
(paragraphs 11 and 70); and performing step (g) based on a control setting included in the other 
access configuration for the one communication protocol (paragraph 11, lines 4-6). 

Independent claim 22 recites a method of controlling computer network access 
comprising: (a) initiating a communication session 102 between a first computer 1 and a second 
computer 2 or 5 (paragraph 52, lines 8-17); (b) receiving at the first computer 1 from the second 
computer 2 or 5 via the communication session 102 an access configuration including a control 
setting for at least one communication protocol (paragraph 53, lines 1-5, Fig. 1); (c) monitoring 
data conveyed to or from a process running on the first computer 1 based on the control setting 
(paragraph 55, lines 3 and 4); and (d) controlling the data conveyed to or from the process based on 
the control setting (paragraph 55, lines 5-21). 

Claim 23 depends from claim 22 and includes the further limitation that the process 
instantiates another computer communication session 104 (paragraph 55, lines 1-3); and the 
conveyance of data is controlled in connection with the other communication session 104 
(paragraph 55, lines 3-21). 
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(6) GROUND(S) OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 
Are claims 1-23 obvious under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) from the teachings of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,950,195 to Stockwell et al. 1 

(7) ARGUMENT 
In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 41.37(c)(VII), it is respectfully requested that the 
patentability of each claim argued separately be considered separately. 

Claim 1 : 

Claim 1 generally recites a method for controlling computer network access. The 
method includes initiating at a client computer a first communication session at a first network 
address and receiving at the client computer via the first communication session a second network 
address. A second communication session is initiated at the client computer at the second network 
address. The client computer receives via the second communication session an access 
configuration including a control setting for at least one communication protocol capable of being 
utilized during a third communication session. A process is instantiated on the client computer 
which initiates a third communication session at a third network address. In connection with the 
third communication session, the conveyance of data to or from the process instantiated on the 
client computer is controlled based on the control setting for the one communication protocol. 

In rejecting independent claims 1, 13 and 22, the Examiner alleges, among other 
things, that column 5, line 17 through column 6, line 58; column 7, line 34 through column 8, line 
37; and column 11, lines 6-32 of the Stockwell et al. patent disclose all the limitations of these 



1 In section 2 of the October 7, 2005 Office Action, claims 1-23 were rejected for obviousness from the teachings of 
U.S. Patent Publication No. US 2002/0169961 Al to Stockwell et al. However, this publication is to Giles et al. In a 
telephone conversation on January 3, 2006, the Examiner confirmed that she had intended to reject the claims over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,950, 195 to Stockwell et al. 
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claims. 

In response to this rejection in the Response mailed January 9, 2006, Applicants 
argue as follows: 

In contrast, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses that an Access Control List 
(ACL) is managed by an acid deamon (acid 60) running in the kernel of a firewall 
10/30 (see column 5, lines 36-37), which is used to regulate the flow of Internet 
connections from an internal network 26 to an external network 22 (see column 4, 
lines 29-31). The Stockwell et al. patent discloses, teaches and suggests that its 
firewall 10/30 is utilized to facilitate communication between undisclosed 
computers connected to the firewall via internal network 26 and external network 
22. What is clear in the Stockwell et al. patent, however, is that the firewall 10/30 is 
not a client computer in the same sense as the client computer of the present 
invention configured for use by an end user. 

Assuming arguendo, the firewall disclosed in the Stockwell et al. patent is 
analogous to the client computer of claim 1, the Stockwell et al. patent does not 
disclose, teach or suggest a method having all the limitations of claim 1. 
Specifically, step (d) of claim 1 recites that the client computer receives an access 
configuration including a control setting for at least one communication protocol 
via a (second) communication session. In contrast, the Stockwell et al. patent 
discloses, teaches and suggests that acid 60 (synonymous to the access 
configuration of the present invention) always resides at the firewall (see column 7, 
lines 10-20). Specifically, to make an ACL check, an agent, such as proxy 50, 
server 52, login 54 or network access server 56 shown in Fig. 3, collects 
information about the nature of a connection, such as source and destination IP 
addresses. The agent places this information into a query list that contains all of the 
relevant information needed to make the ACL check. The agent then submits the 
query list to acid 60 and acid 60 searches for a rule that matches the query list and 
returns a reply list. This reply list includes either "allow" or "deny" to indicate if 
the connection should be accepted or rejected. Other values in the reply list are side 
effects that change the behavior of the agent. 

As can be seen, the access configuration upon which a decision is made 
whether to allow or deny access resides in acid 60. No agent contains information 
upon which to base a decision whether to allow or deny access. Rather, only the 
"allow" or "deny" indicator is provided to the agent by acid 60. In other words, the 
Stockwell et al. patent discloses, teaches and suggests that the ACL rules reside 
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permanently in acid 60. Accordingly, the Stockwell et al. patent cannot disclose, 
teach or suggest the limitations of claim 1, step (d), namely, that an access 
configuration including a control setting for at least one communication protocol is 
received at the client computer via a (second) communication session. 

Moreover, the Stockwell et al. patent does not disclose the limitations of 
claim 1, step (f), namely, controlling the conveyance of data to or from a process 
that initiates a third communication session at a third network address based on the 
control settings included in the access configuration received at the computer via 
the second communication session. The differences between the present invention 
and the teachings of the Stockwell et al. patent in this regard are relatively 
straightforward. In the present invention, the client computer can attempt to access 
a specific IP address. Rules for this access attempt are checked at the client 
computer and a decision is made thereat whether to allow or deny access. No 
Internet traffic need traverse a firewall that may or may not be accessible to the 
client computer in order to make this decision. In contrast, in the Stockwell et al. 
patent, the same client computer would attempt a communication with a specific IP 
address through the disclosed firewall 10/30, which would determine whether to 
allow or deny access. Thus, as can be seen, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses a 
system wherein the decision to deny or allow access is made at a completely 
different location than the method claimed in claim 1 . 



Moreover, the Stockwell et al. patent does not disclose, teach or suggest a 
client computer utilizing multiple communication sessions, each of which is at a 
different network address. Rather, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses, teaches and 
suggests communications between internal processes of a firewall - not between 
different network addresses. 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner admits that the Stockwell et al. 
patent "does not specifically enumerate a first, second and third communication 
session at a respective network address." The Examiner goes onto allege, however, 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use any number of multiple servers to perform a task - "In other words, 
within a network system comprising multiple servers and multiple layers of access 
control, Stockwell teaches secured access throughout the network as implemented 
on multiple machines wherein it would have been obvious to create multiple 
communication sessions for added security and improved performance purposes." 
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It is well established patent law that in order to establish a prima facie case 
of obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. First, there must be some 
suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference or to 
combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable expectation of 
success. Finally, the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach 
or suggest all of the claim limitations. The teaching or suggestion to make the 
claimed combination and the reasonable expectation of success must both be found 
in the prior art and not based on Applicant's disclosure. In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d 488, 
20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

As discussed above, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses, teaches and 
suggests communications between internal processes of a firewall - not between 
different network addresses. Accordingly, if anything, the Stockwell et al. patent 
teaches away from a single client computer utilizing first, second and third 
communication sessions at first, second and third network addresses in the manner 
disclosed in claim 1. Hence, the Stockwell et al. patent does not meet the first 
prong of the above test. 

Moreover, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner's allegation on 
page 4 of the Office Action fails to meet the final prong of the test, namely, that the 
prior art reference teaches and suggests all of the claim limitations. Assuming 
arguendo that in view of the Stockwell et al. patent, one skilled in the art would 
have used any number of multiple servers to perform authentication, access control 
or information acquisition (as alleged by the Examiner), the Examiner has not 
explained why one skilled in the art would have chosen the specific method 
claimed in claim 1 of the present application to perform this task. Indeed, the 
Examiner has not explained why one skilled in the art would use three 
communication sessions versus any number of communication sessions other than 
three. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner has used 
impermissible hindsight to reject claim 1. 

In the "Response to Arguments" section of the April 7, 2006 Office Action, the 
Examiner alleges that "Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1.111(c) because they 
do not clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view of 
the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made". 
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As can be seen from the foregoing quoted paragraphs of the January 9, 2 0 06 
Response, Applicants have clearly argued that the Stockwell et al. patent does not disclose, teach 
or suggest the limitations of step (d) of claim 1 or step (f) of claim 1 . Moreover, Applicants have 
specifically argued that the Stockwell et al. patent does not contain the required suggestion or 
motivation to modify the teachings thereof in a manner that results in a method having all the 
limitations of claim 1. To this end, Applicants have argued that the Stockwell et al. patent teaches 
away from a single client computer utilizing first, second and third communication sessions at first, 
second and third network addresses in the manner disclosed in claim 1 . Moreover, Applicants 
have clearly argued that the Stockwell et al. patent fails to teach and suggest all of the claim 
limitations, and that the Examiner has utilized impermissible hindsight to reject claim 1. 

Accordingly, it cannot be legitimately argued that the Applicants' arguments in the 
January 9, 2006 Response do not comply with 37 CFR § 1.1 1 1(c). 

In the "Response to Arguments" section of the April 7, 2006 Office Action, the 
Examiner argues: 

Regarding Applicant's argument that Stockwell does not teach receipt of 
access configuration at the client computer, Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Specifically, Examiner notes that not only could the firewall taught by Stockwell be 
incorporated into a client computer, Stockwell further teaches an authentication 
means utilizing proxies and warders, Figs. 1-3; Col. 5, lines 53-67; & Col. 6, lines 
1-67). Additionally, Stockwell teaches a user authentication means, (Col. 6, lines 
8-27), as well as an authentication and redirection means, (Col. 8, lines 1-37 & Col. 
11, lines 6-32), all of which clearly and obviously involve receipt of access 
configuration at a client computer. 

In making the foregoing allegation, the Examiner alleges "all of which clearly and 
obviously involve receipt of access configuration at a client computer " (underline added). The 
Stockwell et al. patent discloses that firewalls 10 and 30 in Figs. 1 and 2, respectively, are used to 
regulate the flow of internet work connections from an internal to an external network. Since a 
client computer will typically reside either on the internal network or the external network, it 
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cannot legitimately be argued that firewalls 10 and 30 in the Stockwell et al. patent are 
incorporated into a client computer, as alleged by the Examiner. Moreover, there is no teaching or 
suggestion in the Stockwell et al. patent of a client computer having a firewall incorporated therein. 
Moreover, the mere fact that the Stockwell et al patent discloses that firewall 10 and firewall 30 
utilize proxies, warders and redirection means does not per se teach or suggest that the firewall 
taught by Stockwell et al. is incorporated into a client computer. If it were, the Examiner would not 
have speculated that the firewall of the Stockwell et al. patent "could" be incorporated into a client 
computer. 

In the "Response to Arguments" section of the April 7, 2006 Office Action, the 
Examiner alleges: 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant 
relies (i.e., "client computer/mobile client access without traversing a firewall " and 
"the use of a common/single network address for all computer 1 session initiations 
without the use of a firewall") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 
(Fed. Cir. 1993). 

It is respectfully submitted that the Examiner has read the arguments presented in 
the January 9, 2006 Response out of context. Specifically, in the paragraph bridging pages 3 and 4 
of this Response, Applicants' have argued "[r]ules for this access attempt are checked at the client 
computer and a decision is made thereat whether to allow or deny access. No internet access need 
traverse a firewall that may or may not be accessible to the client computer in order to make this 
decision." 

When read in context, it can be seen that the sentence stating that no internet traffic 
need traverse a firewall is simply a sentence to contrast the present invention over the Stockwell et 
al. patent which discloses, teaches and suggests the use of a firewall at a fixed location which is 
utilized to control the access of client computers connected thereto. 
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In addition, the paragraph bridging pages 5 and 6 of the January 9, 2006 Response, 
wherein the use of a common first network address by each client computer without the use of a 
firewall is disclosed, clearly sets forth in the first sentence thereof that the limitations are not set 
forth in claim 1 . 

In the "Response to Arguments" section of the April 7, 2006 Office Action, the 
Examiner states: 

Regarding Applicant's argument that Stockwell does not teach 
communications between different network addresses, Examiner respectfully 
disagrees, noting Stockwell clearly teaches network communications via both static 
and dynamic IP addresses, (i.e.: DHCP - Col. 2, lines 47-67 & Col. 3, lines 1-4), 
which clearly and obviously reads upon communications between different 
network addresses. Further, as noted herein, within a system like that taught by 
Stockwell, three communication sessions would be an obvious number of 
communication sessions for a process involving initiation, authentication and 
redirection. 

Column 2, line 47 through column 3, line 4 of the Stockwell et al. patent discloses 
the use of both static and dynamic IP addresses. However, nowhere does the Stockwell et al. patent 
disclose, teach or suggest the use of first, second and third communication sessions in the manner 
claimed in claim 1. In the foregoing quoted section of the April 7, 2006 Office Action, the 
Examiner attempts to trivialize the use of three communication sessions in the manner claimed in 
claim 1 . However, the Examiner has not identified any teaching or suggestion in the prior art, nor 
has the Examiner explained why one skilled in the art would use three communication sessions 
versus any number of communication sessions other than three. 



Claims 7 and 15 : 

In rejecting claims 7 and 15, the Examiner alleges, without evidence, that it would 
have been obvious to terminate communication sessions as new ones are created for reservation of 
bandwidth. Moreover, the Examiner alleges that column 5, line 17 through column 6, line 58; 
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column 7, line 34 through column 8, line 37; and column 11, line 6 through column 12, line 67 of 
the Stockwell et al. patent disclose the limitations of claims 7 and 1 5. However, a careful review of 
the Stockwell et al. patent reveals that these sections do not disclose, teach or suggest terminating 
either a first or second communication session established with a first or second network address 
by a client computer (the combination of claims 7 and 1, and claims 13 and 15). Moreover, as is 
noted above in connection with claim 1, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses, teaches and suggests 
inter process communications occurring within a firewall, not between different communication 
sessions with different network addresses. 

Claim 10 : 

In rejecting claim 10, the Examiner alleges that the Stockwell et al. patent "further 
teaches including the step of transferring at least part of the conveyed data to the [second] network 
address via the [second] communication session." As noted above in connection with claim 1, 
however, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses, teaches and suggests inter process communications 
occurring within a firewall, not between different communication sessions at different network 
addresses. Moreover, nowhere does the Stockwell et al. patent disclose, teach or suggest 
transferring at least part of data conveyed via a third communication session with a third network 
address to a second network address via a second communication session (the combination of 
claims 10, 9 and 1). 

Claim 13 : 

Independent claim 13 recites a method for controlling computer network access. 
The method includes: (a) storing at a client computer a first network address; (b) initiating a first 
communication session between the client computer and a first server computer at the first 
network address; (c) receiving at the client computer from the first server computer via the first 
communication session a second network address; (d) initiating a second communication session 



{W0296 190.1} 



Page 12 of 24 



Appeal Brief Under 37 C.F.R. §41.37 

Application No. 10/055,407 
Paper Dated: September 7, 2006 
Attorney Docket No. 336 1 -0 1 1 773 

between the client computer and a second server computer at the second network address; (e) 
receiving at the client computer from the second server computer an access configuration 
including a control setting for at least one communication protocol capable of being utilized during 
a third communication session; (f) instantiating on the client computer concurrent with the second 
communication session a process which initiates a third communication session between the client 
computer and a remote computer at a third network address; and (g) in connection with the third 
communication session, controlling data conveyed at least one of (i) to and (ii) from the 
instantiated process on the client computer based on the control setting for the one communication 
protocol. 

For the reasons discussed above in connection with claim 1, the Stockwell et al. 
patent cannot render obvious claim 13. In addition, the Stockwell et al. patent does not disclose, 
teach or suggest the limitations of claim 13, step (f), namely, instantiating on the client computer 
concurrent with the second communication session (with a second server computer) a process 
which initiates a third communication session between the client computer and a remote computer 
at a third network address. Rather, as discussed above, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses, 
teaches and suggests communication sessions between internal processes of a firewall - not 
communication sessions with different network addresses. 

Claims 8 and 18 : 

In rejecting claims 8 and 18, the Examiner alleges that "Stockwell clearly teaches a 
variable rule functionality wherein access to any number of multiple protocols would have been 
obvious to incorporate therein". Assuming arguendo the Examiner's allegation is correct, it does 
not meet the limitations of claims 8 and 18 wherein the client computer requests another access 
configuration via a second communication session with a second network address, receiving the 
other access configuration either from the second server computer (claim 18) or via the second 
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communication session (claim 8) and controlling data conveyed to or from the client computer 
based on a control setting including in the other access configuration. 

Claim 22 : 

Independent claim 22 recites a method of controlling computer network access. 
The method includes: (a) initiating a communication session between a first computer and a 
second computer; (b) receiving at the first computer from the second computer via the 
communication session an access configuration including a control setting for at least one 
communication protocol; (c) monitoring data conveyed to or from a process running on the first 
computer based on the control setting; and (d) controlling the data conveyed to or from the process 
based on the control setting. 

The Stockwell et al. patent does not disclose, teach or suggest the limitations of 
claim 22, step (b), namely, receiving at the first computer from the second computer via the 
communication session an access configuration including a control setting for at least one 
communication protocol. Rather, as discussed above, the Stockwell et al. patent discloses, teaches 
and suggests communications between internal processes of a firewall. In addition, the Stockwell 
et al. patent discloses, teaches and suggests that acid 60 (synonymous to the access configuration 
of the present invention) always resides at the firewall (see Stockwell et al. patent, column 7, lines 
10-20). 
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CONCLUSION 

As can be seen, the Stockwell et al. patent does not disclose, teach or suggest a 
method having all the limitations of claims 1-23. Accordingly, the Stockwell et al. patent cannot 
render obvious claims 1-23 of the present application. 

It is respectfully urged that the final rejection on the merits be reversed and a Notice 
of Allowance issued. 

A check for $250.00 is included herewith to cover the 37 CFR § 41 .20(b)(2) small 
entity fee for filing this Appeal Brief Under 37 CFR § 41.37. 



Respectfully submitted, 
THE WEBB LAW FIRM 




William H. IJOgsc 
Registration No. 22,132 
Attorney for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Telephone: 412-471-8815 
Facsimile: 412-471-4094 
E-Mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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CLAIM APPENDIX 

1 . A method for controlling computer network access, the method comprising the 

steps of: 

(a) initiating at a client computer a first communication session at a first network 

address; 

(b) receiving at the client computer via the first communication session a second 
network address; 

(c) initiating at the client computer a second communication session at the second 
network address; 

(d) receiving at the client computer via the second communication session an 
access configuration including a control setting for at least one communication protocol capable of 
being utilized during a third communication session; 

(e) instantiating on the client computer a process which initiates a third 
communication session at a third network address; and 

(f) in connection with the third communication session, controlling the conveyance 
of data at least one of (i) to and (ii) from the process instantiated on the client computer based on 
the control setting for the one communication protocol. 

2. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

the access configuration includes a list related to the control setting for the one 
communication protocol; and 

the conveyance of data via the third communication session is controlled based on 

the list. 
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3. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the one communication protocol 
includes one of: 

World Wide Web (Web); 

file transfer protocol (FTP); 

E-mail; 

News; 

Chat; 

Instant Messaging; 
Telnet; and 
Peer-to-Peer. 

4. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the control setting is one of: 
unrestricted computer network access (Allow All); 

no computer network access (Block All); 

limited computer network access to network addresses included in an allow list 
(Allow Listed); and 

unrestricted computer network access except to network addresses included in a 
block list (Block Listed). 

5. The method as set forth in claim 1 ? wherein: 

the access configuration further includes at least one of the following global control 

settings: 

access prohibited to conveyed data including a predetermined word or phrase; 
access prohibited to data of at least one predetermined data type; 
access prohibited to data conveyed during at least one of a predetermined time and 
day-of-week; and 
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access prohibited based on a rating for a category included with the conveyed data; 

and 

step (f) further includes the step of controlling the conveyance of data at least one of 
(i) to and (ii) from the process instantiated on the client computer based on the at least one global 
control setting. 

6. The method as set forth in claim 5, wherein the at least one predetermined data 
type includes an Internet cookie. 

7. The method as set forth in claim 1, further including at least one of: 
after step (b), the step of terminating the first communication session; and 
after step (d) ? the step of terminating the second communication session. 

8. The method as set forth in claim 1, further including the steps of: 
transmitting from the client computer via the second communication session a 

request to receive another access configuration including a control setting for the one 
communication protocol; 

receiving at the client computer via the second communication session the other 
access configuration; and 

performing step (f) based on the control setting included in the other access 

configuration. 

9. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein step (f) further includes the steps of: 
determining from the conveyed data the communication protocol thereof; and 
determining from the thus determined communication protocol the control setting 

therefor. 
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10. The method as set forth in claim 9, further including the step of transferring at 
least part of the conveyed data to the second network address via the second communication 
session. 

11. The method as set forth in claim 10, wherein the transferred data includes at 
least one of the following: 

a network address; and 

a subject of the third communication session. 

12. The method as set forth in claim 10, further including the step of transferring 
with the data a login name received by the client computer during a login procedure by a user 
thereof. 

13. A method for controlling computer network access comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing at a client computer a first network address; 

(b) initiating a first communication session between the client computer and a first i 
server computer at the first network address; 

(c) receiving at the client computer from the first server computer via the first 
communication session a second network address; 

(d) initiating a second communication session between the client computer and a 
second server computer at the second network address; 

(e) receiving at the client computer from the second server computer an access 
configuration including a control setting for at least one communication protocol capable of being 
utilized during a third communication session; 

(f) instantiating on the client computer concurrent with the second communication 
session a process which initiates a third communication session between the client computer and a 



{W0296 190.1} 



Page 19 of 24 



Appeal Brief Under 37 C.F.R. §4137 

Application No. 10/055,407 
Paper Dated: September 7, 2006 
Attorney Docket No. 3361-011 773 

remote computer at a third network address; and 

(g) in connection with the third communication session, controlling data conveyed 
at least one of (i) to and (ii) from the instantiated process on the client computer based on the 
control setting for the one communication protocol. 

14. The method as set forth in claim 13, wherein the first and second server 
computers are the same server computer. 

15. The method as set forth in claim 13, further including at least one of: 
after step (c), the step of terminating the first communication session; and 
after step (e), terminating the second communication session. 

16. The method as set forth in claim 13, wherein: 

the access configuration further includes at least one of the following global control 

settings: 

access prohibited to conveyed data including at least one of a predetermined word 
and a predetermined phrase; 

access prohibited to data including at least one predetermined data type; 

access prohibited to data conveyed during at least one of a predetermined time and 
day-of-week; and 

access prohibited based on a rating for a category included with the computer data; 

and 

step (g) further includes the step of controlling the conveyance of data at least one 
of (i) to and (ii) from the process instantiated on the client computer based on the at least one 
global control setting. 
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17. The method as set forth in claim 16, wherein: 

prior to receipt of the access configuration at the client computer, the control setting 
for the one communication protocol is selected from a plurality of different control settings 
therefor; and 

each global control setting is selected nonexclusively of any other global control 

settings. 

18. The method as set forth in claim 13, further including the steps of: 
initiating at the client computer via the second communication session a request to 

the second server computer to transmit another access configuration; 

receiving at the client computer from the second server computer the other access 
configuration; and 

performing step (g) based on a control setting included in the other access 
configuration for the one communication protocol. 

19. The method as set forth in claim 13, wherein: 

the access configuration includes for the control setting for the one communication 
protocol a list; and 

the conveyance of data in step (g) is controlled based upon an entry included in the 

list. 

20. The method as set forth in claim 19, wherein the entry comprises a network 

address. 

21. The method as set forth in claim 13, further including the step of determining 
the communication protocol from the conveyed data. 
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22. A method of controlling computer network access comprising: 

(a) initiating a communication session between a first computer and a second 

computer; 

(b) receiving at the first computer from the second computer via the 
communication session an access configuration including a control setting for at least one 
communication protocol; 

(c) monitoring data conveyed to or from a process running on the first computer 
based on the control setting; and 

(d) controlling the data conveyed to or from the process based on the control 

setting. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein: 

the process instantiates another communication session; and 

the conveyance of data is controlled in connection with the other communication 

session. 
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RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 
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